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—— On the Subject © 
—— A Second Proteſt on the Same 
Lord Chatham's Bill to reverſe the Pr 
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I Collection of the Lords Proteſts, from the firll 
I upon Record, in the reign of Henry TIT. to Jane 
_ 1767. To which is annexed the ſcarce and valuable 
dtract of St. Amand, on the legiſlative power of England : 
' wherein the origin of both Houſes of Parliament, their 
antient conſtitution, and the changes that happened in the 
perſons that compoſed them, with the occaſion thereof, are 
related in chronological order; and many things concern- 
© Ing the Engliſh government; the antiquity of the laws 
of England, and the feudal law, are occafionally illuſ- 
trated and explained. In 2 vols. 8 vo. Price 128. bound. 
2. A collection of the Lords Proteſts of Ireland, from 
the firſt apon Record, to the preſent time. 5 
3. The Hiſtory, Debates and Proceedings of the Britiſh 
Houſe of Commons, 50 2748 to the diſſolution of the 
/ Patlidment' in 17651. Containing the moſt remarkable 


4 * 
* 


/ 


VMXM˙Mlotions, Speeches, Orders, and Reſolutions, during that 
period. By the editors of the former parliamentary hiſto- 
Ties and debates ; to Which this Work is a complete and 

: regular continuation. In 4 vol. 8 v. Price 11. 58. in : 
t ß oo 
44᷑. Debates in the Houſe of Commons of Ireland, du- 
ning the years 1763 and 1764. By Sir James Caldwell, 


Bart. To which. is added, an Enquiry how far the re- 
© Rrictions laid upon the trade of Ireland, by Britiſh acts of 
Parliament, are 4 benefit to the Britiſh dominions in ge- 
_  meral, and to the Engliſh in particular, for whoſe ſeparate 
advantage they were intended. Dedicated, by permiſſion, 
ti the Earl of Chatham. In 2 vols. 8 vo. Pr. 128. bound. 
As Ireland 1s become of late years much more an 
object of public attention than formerly; the parliamen- 
_ _ tary debates in that kingdom muſt become proportionably 
more intereſting and important. In the debates of the 
above period, are many particulars which diſtinguiſh them 
from thoſe of all preceding years; and many queſtions are 
- diſcuſſed, which muſt be the ſubje& of debate in all times 
F . 5 
5 Speech of a Rt. Hon. Gentleman, on the motion for 

1 enpelling Mr. Wilkes, Feb. 3, i769, is. 
5. Speech againſt the ſuſpending and diſpenſing prero- 
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Worn. 


Feb. 8. nn to Nr I, . 


Die Lane, 8⁰ Pebraars, 1768. * 


JODIE zs vice lecta eft Billa, entitled, 

An Act for further regulating the 
Proceedings of the United Company of 
Merchants of England trading to the 
Eaſt Indies, with reſpect to the making 


| of Dividends. 5 
he queſtion was put, Whether the ſaid 


bill ſhall paſs ? 
It was reſolved i in the affirmative. 


* 


f Diſſentient; . | 
iſt, Becauſe this bill is an exertion a 
the ſupreme power of Parliament, equally 


unneceſſary and dangerous, after having 
„ | had 
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| had the moſt mortifying experience of the 
operation of a like reſtriction laſt year, 
which encreaſed the very miſchief it was 


intended to remedy, at a time when the 


circumſtances of the company are clear be- 


yond : a doubt, and their opulence verified i 


beyond the moſt ſanguine expectation: no 
ſuppoſed miſdonduct of the com pany cal- 


ling for the interpoſition of parliment; z no 


raſh and exceſſive dividends declared; no 


encreaſe of dividends even deſired: on the 


contrary, the company have reſtrained it- 
ſelf on principles n much mord rational than 
thoſe adopted by the bill, as they have a 
reference to their circumſtances, and not 
to a fixed period of time, marked by an 
* 8 reſolution. We cannot there- 
fore avoid conſidering this bill as a mere 
act of power, without a colour of delin- 
quency on the part of the company, or of 


neceſſity on the part of the public. 


2dly, Becauſe it appears to us, that this 
bill is an high violation of the national 
faith, taking away, without any judicial 
| proces, or even * criminal charge, that 
” a e power 


ez. PROTESTS, 7 
; power c of declaring dividends, which the 
company p rchaſed from the . for a 
valuable confideration. | 

zdly, Becauſe it appears f to us 4 
grther a an countable, to paſs in one year 
an act for regulating t the modes and con- 

ditigns of declaring dividends by the 
company; and, in the very next year, to 
prohibit. the exerciſe of thoſe yery pow- 
ers ſo regulated: this act is now in full 
force; 3 no defect in it has been ſtated; 
no er has been propoſed; .: 
_ infraftion has been pretended. F his 
law, made expreſaly to regulate the me- 
thod of declaring dividends, does of ne- 
ceſſity imply the exerciſe of that right 
under the conditions therein preſcribed, 

which cannot be taken from the E. I. 
Company, without the moſt ſignal diſ= 

grace to the n and good faith of 
the legiſlature, and a: the ſubverſion of 
every principle of legal goverpment. 
Athly, Becauſe it appears to us, that 
to reſtrain the ſubject in the diſpoſition 
1 bis un werd. e t. any ther 
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a 2 PROTESTS. CY 
pretence than the mere  poſibility of abuſe, 


(this bill having been chiefly defended 
upon that ground) is a principle un- 
heard-of in any free country, and moſt 
_ alarming to all the trading and monied 
intereſts of this kingdom z it goes to the 
ſubjscting, to the ſame reſtraint, on the 
' fame looſe reaſons, every great company, 


as well as every public or private ſtock, 
which may become of magnitude ſuffi- 
cient to tempt, in future times, an im- 
poveriſhed treaſury, and a rapacious ad- 
miniſtration, ſince no degree of innbcence_ 
"can be a ſecurity againſt ſuch ſuſpicion 


| if a poffible fraud; and ſuch a ſuſpicion 
. may be made a ground for continuing an 
arbitrary reſtraint, until the ſubject ſhall 
conſent to ranſom his property on ſuch 


terms as ſhall be preſcribed to him. 


5thly, Becauſe this annual reſtraint 
"tends to eſtabliſh a perpetual interpoſition 
of parliament, in declaring dividends for 
this company, and indeed all companies 
whatſoever, to the encreaſe of that moſt 
dangerous and infamous part of ſtock-job- 
| bing, 
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bing, which is carried on by clandeſtine 
intelligence, and to the veſting it in the 
worſt of all hands, thoſe of adminiſtra- 
tion; for a miniſter, who ſhall hereafter 
acquire in parliament (by whatever means) 
ſufficient influence for the purpoſe, | 
may, by his power of encreaſing, dimi- 
niſhing, or withholding dividends at his 
pleaſure,” have all the ſtock-holders in 
theſe companies (a body extremely conſi- 
derable for wealth and numbers) entirely 
at his mercy, and probably at his diſpo- 
ſal, to the infinite encreaſe of the already 
overgrown, and almoſt irreſiſtible influ- 
ence of the Crown. I 


 Gthly, Becauſe we ee that this 
unprecedented practice of declaring divi- 
dends in parliament, may become a more 
alarming mode of undue influence on the 
members themſelves, than any of thoſe 
which have hitherto fo frequently excited 
the jealouſy of the legiſlature, ſince it 
furniſhes a fund of corruption far greater 
than any hitherto known; a fund in its 
nature inexhauſtible, of the greateſt fa- 
cility 


„ AY wh li ot quite out of 


he reach of all diſcovery and proſecution. 

think the principle of this bill the 
| beſt ep towards the introduction of ſuch f 

a new ſyſtem of corruption, and» have 
therefore reſiſted it, leaſt the conſtitution p 
| Hhould become totally perverted from the 
ends for which 1 IK Was or iginally eſtabliſh- 
ed, and be no longer venerated by this 1 

nation, as 2. ſecurity to liberty and 

Property. and Ae pre to the ſubject ec 
from all violence and inj 66:08 the Pare L 
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Dis . 2 5 Tahar, 1 770... 


4 motion was made to take into con- 

3 fderation the preſent ſtate of the nation. 

A motion was made, og. the queſtion 

put, To adjourn. i 
It was toſotved: * the affirmative. 


| ; _ = 


1 ſt, e the A Lord 1 mov- 
ed the houſe on Monday laſt, that the 
Lords ſhould be ſummoned for Wedneſ- . 

day, had declared in his ſpeech, that he 
meant on that day to make a motion, 
which in its conſequences would afford 
the opportunity of bringing under con- 
ſideration of the Houſe, many matters 
of the moſt eſſential concern to the hap- 
pineſs of this country; and we think that 
this Houſe ought not, at any time, to re- 
fuſe the requeſt of a Peer, who deſires 
that the Houſe may be ſummoned upon 
a motion which he promiſes to make, and 
which he declares to be of importance. 
* we are * better warranted in this 
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& Feen being ſenſible of the indecency 
and novelty” of directly rejecting ſuch a 


by that parliamentary management of | 
4. moving to adjourn to a long day; and we 
.-- , conceive ſuch an artful conduct, un- 


the preſent moment, when his Majeſty, 
in his ſpeech, has recommended ſeveral 
matters of the moſt ſerious nature, to our 

immediate conſideration; and when the 


and when the Houſe has not fat one day 
to do any other buſineſs than ſending a 
cotaplimentary addreſs to the Crown, 


Bo 


| opinion, as we - iii FRG in fad, 1 
ee - there are no inſtances of the Houſe rejet- - 


ing a motion for the 82 to be e 
moned. n aA 1 


407 Needle 6 overat Torr! in mmi 


motion, choſe to get it rejected indirectiy, 


worthy of a Houſe of Parliament at any 
conjuncture; but to be particularly fo in 


univerſal diſcontent of the nation (on ac- 2 
count of certain arbitrary and illegal pro- ©O 
ceedings, whereby their moſt valuable n 
rights are ſubverted) threatens ſome near un 

ne 


and dangerous crifis. In this moment, 


when 


- 


* * » " 
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. when it bad already Ms for ales 


one week, to adjourn. for another, will, Ps 


we conceiye, tend to damp the hopes a 


that relief, for which the people do, and 


Þ ought i in their, preſeat . fituation,, to look _ Y 


up to this Houſe : as it indicates an un- 
ö willingnels, to enter upon matters of the 
fare of the kingdom, affords a bad /prog- 
. noſtic of the protection, Which this Houſe 
owes to the rights and lib rties of the 
ſubject; and ſhews that we are more at- 
 tentive to: the conveniencies of Admini- 
ſtration, than to the: real wee of . 
the people. . 1 
Zadly, Bode, ada no nn was 
aledged for this uncommon proceeding, | 
one was hinted at, of an extraordinary. . 
nature indeed, whereby we are made to 
_ underſtand that this delay of a week, was 
neceſſary for adminiſtration to ſettle ar-" 
 rangements relative to an office, which 
was ſo cloſely connected with this Houſe, 
that it could not fit without the officer. 
It is difficult for us to give our ſentiments | 
„„ 


ance to the peace and wel- 
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Don a matter, FA the ak Lon . 
mentioned! it, though called upon, refuſed 
to explain. But when we reflect that this 
Hint came from Aa noble Lord i in high and 
confidential office,” we think it could have - 
- alliided' only to the removal of the Lord 
High Chancellor of England, the Speaker 
ef this Houſe, and when we recollect the 
ſo honourable to himſelf, but per- 
- kags ſo offenſive to adminiſtration, which 
that noble Lord had taken the firſt day | 
of this ſeſſion; we cannot but be appre- 
henſive that there may be Tome evil counſel- 
lor hardy enough to attempt puniſhments 
edom of debate in Parliament; and 
to dare adviſe his Majeſty to remove from 
hisxoffice, a peer of this Houſe, at the 
bead a my e £70 Os his' vote in For- 
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Di Ventris, 2 2 e. * 


I was moved, i in Committee; to reſolve, 
« That the Houſe of Commons in the 


exerciſe of its judicature in matters of e- 


lection, is bound to judge according to 


the law of the land, and the known and 
eſtabliſhed law and cuſtom of Parliament 


„ 


which i is part thereof. . 


And the debate having g laſted. tin half 
an hour paſt eleven o'clock at night, 


A motion was made, and the queſtion 


put, Whether oi —_— ſhould reſume 
the char. a 


— was ed in che affirmative. : 


A motion was make, and the nition. 
put, Whether the ori 3 e ſhall | 
de now A 0 al | 


It paſſed i in the negatives 
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Diſſentient'.. . Wn 
Iiſt, Becauſe te reſoliition Pepe 
was in our je 8 e neceſſ: to 
might. tend 2900 ier b. minds: of the 
by doing them juſtice,” at a time 
when the deciſion of the wad: Houſe, 
which appears to Us inconſiſtent real 
the principles of the conſtitution, and 
ncileable to the law of the land, has 
8 ſo univerſal an alarm, and pro- 
duced a gained? Uicontent: n _—_ 
the kingdom. 
_2dly;: 8 ae we 6. deny 


that the determination on the right to a 


ſeat in the Houſe! of Commons is com- 


petent to the juriſdiction of that Houſe: 


5 alone, yet, when to this it is added, 
that whatever they in the exerciſe of that 
juriſdiction, think fit to declare to be law, 


is therefore to be conſidered as law, be- bk 
cauſe there lies no ap peal ; We conceive 


' ourſelves called upon to give a pro- 
e the * negative for if 
admitted 


N * 
* * 8 
rr N 
_ — 7 


„* PEN 10 ; of 2 land Fo which . 
Z $ all courts of judicature, without exeep- = 
HS © on, are equally bound to proceed) i is at 
| 1 overturned,.. and reſolved into the 
will and pleaſure of a majority of one 
Houſe of Parliament; who, in aſſuming . 
it, aſſume a power to over- rule at plea- 
ſute the fundamental right of election, 
x which the .conftitution has placed in 
bother hands, thoſe of their conſtituents: : 
3 1 and 15 ever this pretended power ſ ſhould 
=; to be exerciſed to the full extent 
=: of 4 principle, that Houſe will be no 
= longer Aa repreſentative of the people, 
but a ſeparate body altogether 3 
I | <2 dent of them, ſelf-exiſting and ſelf- elected. 
= zal, Becauſe we are told that expulſion | 
== implies incapacity, and the proof infiſted 
3 upon is, that the people * acquieſced 
in the principle by not re-electing per- 
ſions who have been expelled; we equally 
| 2M J | deny the' poſition as falſe; and reject the 
proof offered as in no way ſupporting . 
1 83 to Which it is applied. We are 
1 are uy doftrine: is N to be found i in 
= Er an 


35 a> 1 or * . es in the; jour- 2 _ 
nals of the Houſe of Commons, neither 
is it conſonant with any juſt or known 
analogy of law. And as not 3 Bo 
would at moſt but infer a ſuppoſition E nl 
the electors apptobation of the grounds = 
of the "expulſion, and by no means their = 
| acquleſcence i in the concluſion of an er 
plied incapacity, ſo were there not one 4 
inſtance of a re- election after expulſion. | 
but Mr. Woollaſton' s, that alone de- 
monſtates that neither did the conſtitu- 
ents. admit, nor the Houſe of Commons 
maintain incapacity to be the conſequence = 
| of expulſion. Even the caſe of Mr. Wal- + 
pole ſhews, by the firſt re- election, the N 
ſenſe of the people, that expulſion M 
not infer incapacity; and that precedent 
too, which i 18 the only one of 2 2 declaration 
of incapacity, produced as it was, under 
the influence of party violence, i in tbe SO 
latter days of queen Anne, in fo far as it 
relates to the introduction of a candidate 
having a minority of votes, it decides 


7 Res . the proceeding: of the 
| Houſe 


* 
. 


* 


in tha at II ouſe, os every Member who 
hall have virtue enough to withſtand the 
3 of the time, and aſſert the 
* of the people, will for that offence 
be expelled by a factious and corrupt ma- 
jotity; and by that expulſion rendered 
. ſerving: the public: in Which 
caſe the electors will find themſelves re- 
duced to the miſcrable alternative: of giv- 
=s up altogether their right of election, 
or of chuſing only ſuch as are enemies of 
their country, and will be paſſive at leaſt, 


1 not active, in ſubverting the conſti- 
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5 FR Becauſe, although it has been 
| objeted in the debate, that it is unuſual 
and irregular. in either Houſe of Parlia- 


ment to examine into the judicial pro- 
„ e . ceedings 


— 


without examination of the principles N 


them elſewhere ; we conceive the argus 
ments go directly to eſtabliſh the exploded 
doctrine of paſſive obedience and non- 


reſiſtence, which, as- applied to the acts 


of any branch of the ff upreme power, 


we hold to be equally dangerous; and 
though it is generally true, that neither 


Houſe ought lightly and wantonly to ins 
terpoſe even an opinion upon mattere 
which the conſtitution hath entruſted to 
the juriſdiction of the other, we conceive 
it to be no leſs true, that where under 
colour of a judicial proceeding, either 
Houſe arrogates to itſelf the power of the 
whole legiſlature, and makes the law 


which it profeſſes to declare; the other 
not only may but ought to-affert its oꝰπ]‚˖/r 
right and thoſe of the people; that this 


Houſe has done ſo in former inſtances; 


particularly. in the famous caſe of Aſhby _ 


and re in which the firſt, solute | 
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other, 5 whoſe decifiondy | - 5 


10 they cannot be drawn i into queſtion 
; appeal, are, it is ſaid, to be ſubmitted to 


n 


232 Þ1 R OTE S 7 81 At wal 


es, e that neither 


5 Houſe of <> a hath! any power by 
any vote ot declaration to create to them - 
5 i lege Wade 8 is not war- 


$i. Gap: need ala 1 we an oc 
de interpreted into an approbation of this 
meaſure, and be a means of loſing that 
_ confidence with the people which is fo eſ- 
ſential to the public welfare, that this 
Houſe, the hereditary guardians of their 
A 3 ſhould at all times s endearour to 


-6thly, . a the mk. we 
deem. Mins [+ EDO which the Houſe of 
e aſſumed to themſelves, of 


creating; an cy, unknown to the 
* "a and thereby depriving, in effect, all 
tze electors of Great Britain of their in- 
valuable right of election, confirmed to 

them by ſo many ſolemn ſtatutes, a fla- 

; grant -ufurpation, as highly repugnant to 
TRY clirotial n * the conſtitu- 


tion, 5 


1 


, 


Papers PROTESTS, ag 
tion, as the claim of ſhip- money by King 
Charles J. or that of the ſuſpending and Fl 
diſpenſing power by King James II. 18 
This being, indeed d, in our opinion, a 
ſuſpending, and diſpenſing power aſſumed 
and exerciſed by the Houſe of Commons, 


againſt the ancient and fondecopnl liber- . 
ns of the kingds 
Temple | So 3 


Camden 3 Apen, oy 


c : Radnor 55 Berkley 4 550 14 
_ Suffolk John Bangor „ 11 
| Rockingham _ .., - .. Tankgralle..-: . 
Stamford F orteſcue 8 
Torrington King BE <a 3 
Archer 8 Tan 1 
Wycombe | Monſon | | . 
Chedwortin — ; 7 
— _ Buckinghamſhire . 
_ "Searbarough | Favor: +: 
Boyle Richmond el 


Northumberland „ 
: Craven | eee Fitzwilliam 
| 3 D * 8 


. PROTESTS. en. 


Coventry 1 Chatham 
| 2 Fred. Exon | by Albemarle 
Effingham Abergaveniiy - 
r gh Milton 
eee FO pu $1 Groſvenor, * 


ee e 
b ciptvetve 0 "clock the fame ni bt wa 


po follawing motion was made, That any 


6 reſolution of this Houſe, directi or 
i mairettly, impeaching a judgment of 
e the Houſe of Commons in a matter 
« where their juriſdiction is com petent, 

« final, and concluſive, would be a vio- 
« lation of the conſtitutional right of the 
« Commons, tends to make a breach be- 
«tween the two, Houſes of Parliament, 

«. and leads to a general confufion. | 


55 And * Ab having laſted till two 

3 0 W in the morning, the . was 
"= * WW 

At was reſolved in the affirmative, 


Diffentiear, F 
1 iſt, Becauſe we e Ws 1 
= - yo” and powers of the Peerage are not 
13 * 


* 1770 PROTES T 8. di 
given for our own particular e 
but merely as a conſtitutional truſt, to be 
held and exerciſed for the benefit of the 
bete and for the preſervation of their 
laws and liberties; and we ſhould hold 
ourſelves betrayers of that truſt, unwor- 
thy of our high rank in the kingdom, 
and of our ſeats i in this Houſe, if we con- 
ſidered any one legal right of the ſubject, 
much leſs the firſt and moſt important of 
all their rights, as a matter indifferent and 
foreign to the Peers of this kingdom. 
2dly, Becauſe by this reſolution it is 
devliredt to the world, that if the Houſe 
of Commons ſhould change the whole | 
law of election, ſhould transfer the rights 1 | 
of the | freeholders to copyholders and ' 
leaſcholders for years, or totally extink ] 5 
Suiſn thoſe rights by an arbitrary decla- — 
ration; ſhould alter the conſtitution of 
cities and boroughs with regard to their 
elections; ſhould reverſe not only all the 
franchiſes of ſuffrage which the people 
hold under the common law, but alſo 
trample upon the HAnGtions of ſo many 


/ : * 
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acts of Parliament made for declaring and 


6 ſecuring, the rights of election; that even 
in fuch a critical emergency of the con- 


1 ſtitution, the people are to 1 of Any 


relief whatſoever from any 


1 9 9 this. pa juni 5 
& not only refuſes to ſtand by the 


=P 0 ple,..in-cafe they ſhould. ſuffer the mot 


grievous injuries from their Re preſenta- 


tives, but it abdicates its ancient and un- 


Adueſtioned province and duty of the he- 
reditary Council to the Crown, rendering 
| Il unable to give its advice in a point 
in Which, of all others, the King may 
tand i in the greateſt need of the wiſdom 
and authority of the Peers, a point ſuch | 
as the preſent, in which numbers of the 


1 conſtituents have, in a manner agreeable 


10 law, carried up their complaints to the 
ne againſt their Repreſentatives. 

Athly, Becauſe by the ſaid reſolution 
we do a moſt material injury to the Houſe 


ol Saen e 3 the reſolution, by 
| + "the 


ye 


the ſtudied latitude 85 the words 2 2 \ 
60 rectly or indire&ly to impeach, 
it out of the power of the Lords to = 
either in the preſent or in any future un- 
fortunate difference between them and 
their conſtituents, even in the way of 
friendly conference, our amicable and 
healing mediation; the want of which 
may be a means of letting ſuch difference 
run to extremities, fatal to the Hence 
Commons itſelf, to abe n and. | 
| to the nation. | 
_5thly, Becauſe, we a e 
alſo, as an Houſe of Parliament, to be 
moſt materially intereſted that the people 
| ſhould be legally and conſtitutionally re- 
preſented ; for as the Houſe of Commons 
makes an eſſential part of Parliament, if 
that Houſe ſhould come to be choſen in a 
manner not agreeable to the laws and 
conſtitution of the kingdom, the autho- 


rity of Parliament itſelf muſt ſuffer ex- 


tremely, if not totally periſh; the Peers 
can no more in their legiſlative capacity, 
do any. valid e W 1 keen! Houſe 

of 
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SGthly, Becauſe, by this reſ olution, dhe 
onſtitutional controul has been given up, 
which this Houſe, as appears by ancient 


f ] and recent precedents have conſtantly 
v4 claimed and exerciſed,” and for the pur- 


poſe of which, the legiſlature has been 


2 So | divided into ſeparate branches ; we are far 


from denying ſuch a reciprocity of con- 
troul in the other Houſe, even in matters 


within our ſeparate and final juriſdiction, 
neither arrogating to ourſelves, nor ac- 


knowledging in others any power diſtinct 


from or above the laws of the land: but 
wee cannot behold without the utmoſt 


ame and indignation, this Houſe ma- 
king a voluntary ſurrender of its moſt un- 


doubted legal, neceſſary, and ſacred 


rights, not only omitting, but refuſing 


to examine precedents; not previouſly de- 
firing a conference with the other Houſe, 
dio diſcover whether they were inclined to 

admit in this Houſe a correſpondent im- 
munity from interpoſition on their part, 


® ö 5 
* : . 
. . * 
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* v : 


hg will not believe that the Peers can 
have any attention to the welfare of the 
people, when they have ſhewn ſo little 


regard to their own honour. This reſo- 
lution” muſt tend to forward that plan, 
which with great uneafineſs we have ſeen 
for a long time ſyſtematically carried on, 


for lowering all the conſtitutional powers 


of the kingdom, rendering the Houle of 


Commons n AC "THE Houſe of Pee 8 
eee aol vis * 

I7thly, e the impropriety of this 
reſolution was infinitely aggravated, by 
the ſudden and ſutreptitious method by 


& a \ 
VOTES J — * 


which it was brought into, and carried 
through this Houſe, That a reſolution} © 


new in matter, wide in extent, weighty 
in importance, involved in law and par- 
wn precedents, ſhould be moved 
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in matters within the particular faves 15 
diction of the Peers. Theſe proceedings, 
are as derogatory from the dignity of the 
Houſe, as they are contrary to its duty and | 
its intereſts : They cannot fail of lowering 
this'Houfe,” in the opinion of mankind, 
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=. at midnight, after the Houſe was ſpent 
1 with the fatigue of a former debate: that 
an adjournment of only two days, to 
+ © enable the Lords to conſult the Journals 
on this important point, ſhould be refuſed, 
7 and that an immediate diviſion ſhould be 
preſſed, are circumſtances which ſtrongly 
mark the opinion of the movers. upon the 
merits of their own propoſition: ſuch a 
proceeding appears to us. altogether un- 
Parliamentary and unjuſt; as it muſt, in 
every inſtance where it is practiſed, probliede 
: at poſſibility, of debate. and when. by this 
means all argument and fair diſcuſſion is 
ſup preſſed, the deliberations of the Houſe 
Will de enerate into ſilent votes. 
We think ourſelves, therefore, as reen, 1 
Nd as Engliſhmen freemen, (nar 
| axdeatio.ns as any titles whaterer} obliged | 
oteſt againſt a reſolution utterly: ſub- 
verſive of the authority and dignity of this 
_ Houle;cequally. injurious to the collective 
body of the people, to their repreſenta- 
tives, and to the Crown, to which we 
oe our advice en every public emer- 
Cs 2 | gency 
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gency—a reſolution, in law unconſtitu- 
tional, in precedent not only unauthoriſed 
but contradicted; in tendency ruinous; 
in the time and manner of obtaining or. 

unfair and ſurreptitious: ; and we here o- 
 lemnly declare and pledge ourſehves to the 
public, that we will perſevere in availing 5 
ourſelyes,. as far as in us lies, of every 
right, and every power, with which the 
conſtitution hath armed us, for the good 
of the whole, in order to obtain full re- 
lief for the injured Electors of Great- 
Britain, and full ſecurity for the future 
againſt . this moſt dangerous uſurpation 
upon the rights of the people, which, 
by ſapping the fundamental principles of 
this government, threatens its total diſ- 
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wat omitted in its proper place. — It ſbould have been inſert. 
e in page 10 of this Supplement; after ior W qr. 
=— gain pong the 5x 15 TREE Bill, es 

1 Die Lung, 275 Faru, I 176g. ; | 
if p Difſenticor, NEE | 
= © 19:Becauſe, upon che wholy' of the 
5 evidence it appears to us, that the Ap- 
| 1 pellant has not proved himſelf to -he the 

F fon of Lady Jane Douglas, and conſe- 
=. quently not entitled to the character and 
bei of Tailzie and proviſion to Archi- 


3 bald Duke of Douglss, 
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1 Becauſe we are of opinion that it is 
proved, that the 3 18. as the ſon 
oft Lady J ane, e ed 
Bedford | Dunmiote | 


Briſtol, 0. P. 1 ny Milton. „„ 
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(HE order of the day being 70 for 
2 the Lords to be i mmoned, | 
| The Earl of Charkiam prefato' to the 

i Houſe : a Bill, intitled, M AL 
A Bill for reverſing. the "adjudica- 
tions of the Commons, whereby John 
Wilkes, Eſq; has been adjudged incapa- 
ble of being elected a member to ſerve in 
this preſent Parliament, and the Freehol- 
ders of the County of Middleſex haye 
been deprived of one of their legal repre- 
0 . | 
The faid Bill v was ed the firſt time. Fu 
following i is an authentic Fory of 
| the Bill. VU 
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© the Houſe of Commuans,- - whereby Fobn 
Mill, „ E; Bas been adjudged i inca- 
5 Falle af Being eletied .@ Member 10 
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BY: WHEREAS * a of ein Le 
| defied 2 Repreſentative + of the Com- 
mons in Parliament (is under known 
limitations of law) an original inherent 
Fight of the ſubject; and foraſmuch as 
to deprive. the ſubject of this high fran- 

| chile and birth-right, otherwiſe than by 
3 judgment according to the law of the 
land, and the conſtant eſtabliſhed uſage of 
Parliament conformable thereto, and part 

| thereof, is directly contrary to the funda- 
mental laws and freedom of this realm, 
and} in particular to the act, declaring 

. the rights and liberties of the ſubject, 

„ roy az; hs” ſucceſſion - of the 
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e crown, at the ever- memorable period OJ 
cc of the Revolution; * when free elec- 
tion of Members. of Parliament was ex⸗ 5 
preſſiy vindicated and ſecured. 45 
And whereas John Wilkes, Eſq; have * 
| been duly elected and returned 4 
1955 of the ſhire to ſerve in this preſent 
Parliament for the county of Middleſex, ; 
| was, on the 17th of February 1769, with- 
out being heard, adjudged incapable of be- 
ing elected a Member to ſerve in this pre- 
ſent Parliament, by a Reſolution of the 
Houſe of Commons, as follows: 3 
e Reſolved, „ 5 | 
IE That John Wilkes, Efg;. Nai 5 
15 « been in this ſeſſion of Parliament ex- 
| * pelled this Houſe, was and is incapable £ 
« of being elected a Member to Tre. 1 in 
* this preſent Parliament.” | ha | 
Houſe 18 Commons Farther e 2s 
follows: % That the late election of a 


* knight of the ſhire to ſerve i in this pre- 2 | | 


& ſent. Parliament for the county of Mid- 
"Pp * Uleſex | is Ly void election: „ 
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x An whereas the ſaid John Wilkes, 
65 Eſa; having been again duly elected ane 
teturned a knight. of the ſhire to ferve in 
this preſent Parliament for the county of 
Middleſex, the ſaid Houſe of Commons 2 
did, on the 17th of March, 1769, re- 
. folve in the words following: 8 That 
5 wy "the election and return of John Wilkes, 
Eq; who hath been by this Houſe 
45 adjudged incapable of being elected a 
et member to ſerve in this Preſent Parlia- 
55 „ ment, are null and void: 

And whereas the ſaid 19 Wilkes, 
Eh having been again duly elected and | 
returned a knight of the ſhire to ſerve in 
the preſent Parliament for the county of 
Middleſex aforeſaid, and having on the 
original poll. books, eleven hundred and 
forty · three votes in his favour againſt two 
hundred and ninety-ſix, i in fayour of Hen- 
1 my Lawes Lyttrell, Eſq; the Houſe of Com- 
DB 5 ap mons did, on the 1 5th. of April, 1769, | 
- without hearing of parties, and in mani- 
Feſt violation of the indubitable right of | 


dhe F recholders of the couuty of Middle- 
ſex 
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ſex to hiſs their rex 9 


reſentathves in Parlia- i 
20 i as follows | 
„ That Henry Lawes ate Etz Wy 
4 ought to have been returned a knight a 
„ of the ſhire to ſerve in this preſent Par- 
s liament for the county of Middleſee/, 
i and thereupon ordered the ſaid return 1 
< tobe amended accerdinglyyyßyß 
And whereas, by another reſolution of * 
the 8th of May, 1769, the ſaid Houſe of #* 
Commons did, upon hearing the matter 
of the Petition of the Freeholders of te 
county of Middleſex, as far as the ſame 
related to the election of Henry Lawes 
Luttrell, Eſq; farther reſolve as follows: 
„That Henry Lawes Luttrell, Eſq; is 
15 «dull elected a knight of the ſhire to 
_« ſerve. in this preſent Parliament for the = 
county of Middleſex.” Fl 
And foraſmuch as all the reſolutions iy 8 
aforeſaid, cutting off the ſubject from his 
indubitable birth-right, by a vote of one 
Houſe of Parliament, exerciſing diſere- 
tionary power and legiſlative authority, 
| under colour of a juriſdiction 1 in elections, 5 
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are moſt arbitrary; i 
Be it therefore 
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